For Immediate Release April 17, 2005

Poetry and Bladder Cancer Awareness

Tour in Southeast Missouri

During the week of April 6 – 8, Sylvia Ramsey pursued her mission to make the public aware of the risks of bladder cancer in Southeast Missouri.  During the week she spoke to an audience at E. Carter Co. High School in Ellsinore, MO, appeared as a guest on a thirty-minute segment of the Rick Carl and Company radio show on KWOC in Poplar Bluff, MO, was a guest on the KFVS Early Show in Cape Girardeau, MO where she discussed bladder cancer risks, shared her story and her poetry.  On Friday March 8, she was the guest author at the Hastings bookstore in Poplar Bluff, MO where she signed books and discussed her poetry as well as its importance to her in her battle with bladder cancer.  

    Ms. Ramsey will be leaving for The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, TX on April 16. She has been asked to serve as an Executive Committee member of their Bladder Cancer Support Team.  According to Jane Dinney, Patient Advocate at the Center,  “Our goal is to join interested individuals and health care workers together in an effort to improve public awareness of bladder cancer and launch a platform that offers support to individuals affected by bladder cancer. 

Our bladder cancer research group will keep you informed on the newest developments in the management of this disease. These collaborative efforts will improve the overall quality of care for patients with bladder cancer and encourage community involvement in the development of prevention and treatment for this disease. 

Bladder Cancer is an important area of research. The Chairman of the Department of Urology Dr. Colin Dinney is the Principal Investigator of our SPORE grant and committed to developing the patient advocacy program. We have already increased women minority recruitment into clinical trials.”
